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(8) urges State and local educational agen-
cies to ensure that students are taught civics
education to learn—

(A) the core tenants of the United States
Government, the Constitution of the United
States, and the rule of law; and

(B) that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 pro-
hibits discrimination by race, color, or na-
tional origin.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 247—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH AS AN IMPOR-
TANT TIME TO CELEBRATE THE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC
ISLANDERS TO THE HISTORY OF
THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. CooNs, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. KELLY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. REsS. 247

Whereas the people of the United States
join together each May to pay tribute to the
contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders who have enriched
the history of the United States;

Whereas the history of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders in the United States is
inextricably tied to the story of the United
States;

Whereas the Asian-American and Pacific
Islander community is an inherently diverse
population, composed of more than 45 dis-
tinct ethnicities and more than 100 language
dialects;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the
Census, the Asian-American population grew
faster than any other racial or ethnic group
over the last decade, surging nearly 72 per-
cent between 2000 and 2015;

Whereas there are approximately 22,000,000
residents of the United States who identify
as Asian and approximately 1,600,000 resi-
dents of the United States who identify as
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander,
making up nearly 7 percent of the total pop-
ulation of the United States;

Whereas the month of May was selected for
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first Japanese immigrants arrived
in the United States on May 7, 1843, and the
first transcontinental railroad was com-
pleted on May 10, 1869, with substantial con-
tributions from Chinese immigrants;

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United
States Code, officially designates May as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and
requests the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties;

Whereas on April 30, 2021, President Biden
issued a proclamation on Asian American
and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, recognizing the history, achieve-
ments, and diversity of Asian Americans and
Native Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders, and the
systemic barriers to economic justice, health
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equity, educational attainment, and personal
safety experienced by many in the Asian-
American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Is-
lander community;

Whereas 2021 marks several important
milestones for the Asian-American and Pa-
cific Islander community, including—

(1) the 45th anniversary of Presidential
Proclamation 4417, dated February 19, 1976
(41 Fed. Reg. 7741), in which President Gerald
Ford formally rescinded Executive Order 9066
(7 Fed. Reg. 1407; relating to authorizing the
Secretary of War to prescribe military areas)
and condemned the incarceration of United
States citizens and lawful permanent resi-
dents of Japanese ancestry during World War
II;

(2) the 65th anniversary of the election to
the House of Representatives of Dalip Singh
Saund, the first Asian American, first Indian
American, and first Sikh American elected
to Congress;

(3) the 75th anniversary of the passage of
the amendments made by the Act of July 2,
1946 (commonly known as the ‘‘Luce-Cellar
Act of 1946”") (60 Stat. 416, chapter 534), which
allowed Filipinos and Indians to immigrate
to the United States and become naturalized
United States citizens;

(4) the 75th anniversary of the passage of
the First Supplemental Surplus Appropria-
tion Rescission Act, 1946 (Public Law 79-301;
60 Stat. 6), and the Second Supplemental
Surplus Appropriation Rescission Act, 1946
(Public Law 79-391; 60 Stat. 221), which
stripped military benefits from Filipino
World War II veterans in the service of the
United States Armed Forces;

(5) the 100th anniversary of the first pre-
mier in a United States film of an Asian-
American woman, Anna May Wong, in ‘“‘Bits
of Life”’; and

(6) the 120th anniversary of the arrival of
Peter Ryu, the first Korean immigrant in
the United States;

Whereas Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have made significant contributions
to the United States at all levels of the Fed-
eral Government and in the United States
Armed Forces, including—

(1) Daniel K. Inouye, a Medal of Honor and
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient
who, as President pro tempore of the Senate,
was the highest-ranking Asian-American
government official in the history of the
United States;

(2) Dalip Singh Saund, the first Asian-
American Congressman;

(3) Patsy T. Mink, the first woman of color
and Asian-American woman to be elected to
Congress;

(4) Hiram L. Fong, the first Asian-Amer-
ican Senator;

(5) Daniel K. Akaka, the first Senator of
Native Hawaiian ancestry;

(6) Norman Y. Mineta, the first Asian-
American member of a Presidential cabinet;

(7) Elaine L. Chao, the first Asian-Amer-
ican woman member of a Presidential cabi-
net; and

(8) Kamala D. Harris, the first woman and
the first Asian American to hold the Office
of the Vice President;

Whereas, in 2021, the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus, a bicameral cau-
cus of Members of Congress advocating on
behalf of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers, is composed of 75 Members, includ-
ing 18 Members of Asian or Pacific Islander
descent;

Whereas, in 2021, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders are serving in State and Terri-
torial legislatures across the United States
in record numbers, including in—

(1) the States of Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Ha-
waii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
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nesota, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee,
Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming; and

(2) the Territories of American Samoa,
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands;

Whereas, in 2021, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders honorably serve throughout
the Federal judiciary;

Whereas, since January 2020, the increased
use of anti-Asian terminology and rhetoric
related to the 2019 novel coronavirus
(“‘COVID-19”) has perpetuated an anti-Asian
stigma and has resulted in a dramatic in-
crease in reports of hate crimes and inci-
dents against individuals of Asian descent;

Whereas there remains much to be done to
ensure that Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have access to resources and a voice
in the Government of the United States and
continue to advance in the political land-
scape of the United States; and

Whereas celebrating Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month provides the people of
the United States with an opportunity to
recognize the achievements, contributions,
and history of, and to understand the chal-
lenges faced by, Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the significance of Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month as an impor-
tant time to celebrate the significant con-
tributions of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers to the history of the United States;
and

(2) recognizes that Asian-American and Pa-
cific Islander communities enhance the rich
diversity of and strengthen the United
States.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 248—RECOG-
NIZING AND CELEBRATING THE
226TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ENTRY OF THE STATE OF TEN-
NESSEE INTO THE UNITED
STATES AS THE 16TH STATE

Mr. HAGERTY (for himself and Mrs.
BLACKBURN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 248

Whereas, on June 1, 1796, Congress created
the State of Tennessee from the ‘‘Territory
of the United States South of the River
Ohio’’, or more commonly Kknown as the
Southwest Territory;

Whereas the State of Tennessee earned the
nickname ‘‘“The Volunteer State’ after the
involvement of the State in the War of 1812,
when many Tennesseans volunteered for the
war effort and General Andrew Jackson led
troops from the State to victory in the Bat-
tle of New Orleans;

Whereas the motto of the State of Ten-
nessee, officially adopted by the State in
1987, is ‘“‘Agriculture and Commerce’’, which
is taken from the wording used on the State
seal;

Whereas the State of Tennessee is natu-
rally divided into 3 grand divisions, which in-
clude—

(1) the Blue Ridge Mountains of east Ten-
nessee;

(2) the Cumberland Plateau and the foot-
hills and basin of middle Tennessee; and

(3) the low plains of west Tennessee;

Whereas the official flag of the State of
Tennessee, which was adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly on April 17, 1905, contains 3
pure white stars representing the 3 grand di-
visions of the State bound together by a cir-
cle of blue symbolizing the ‘‘indissoluble
trinity’’;
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